
Looking Goofy
A good friend of mine decided to 

take up tennis. She bought all the 

gear, scheduled her first lesson, and 

headed off to the tennis courts.

When she got there, though, she 

was immediately aware that there 

were other people around. There were 

kids in the playground, people walking 

their dogs, and a group of others 

watching a baseball game nearby. 

Although none of them were watching 

her, having people around her made 

her extremely self-conscious.

Her lesson started, but she could 

hardly hit the ball for nervousness. 

She kept looking around, checking to 

see if anyone was watching. She felt 

silly and clumsy—and stupid for even 

trying to play.

Finally, the instructor sat her 

down to chat. “You know,” he said, 

“no one ever succeeds at anything 

unless they’re willing to risk looking 

silly at first.”

He explained that until she could 

quit thinking about herself and how 

she looked on the court—basically, 

until she was willing to look silly—

she’d never make any progress in 

learning to play.



Have you ever opted out of playing 

a sport or game because you’d never 

played it before, and you didn’t 

want to look goofy trying it out 

for the first time? Have you ever 

avoided answering a question in class 

because you weren’t sure if your 

answer was right, and you didn’t 

want to look dumb?

How many fun things might we be 

missing out on simply because we’re 

afraid to fail—afraid of looking 

goofy? More importantly, what plans 

might God have for us that we’re in 

danger of missing out on because 

we’re afraid of failing—so we never 

even try?

You might not see yourself doing 

great things, so maybe you’re trying 

to excuse yourself from taking the 

first step in certain directions. 

Maybe you figure it’s okay for you 

to avoid certain things because it 

doesn’t seem like a big deal now for 

you to skip out on it. 

Remember, though, not one 

historical hero started off as a hero. 

Each one had to risk looking totally 

silly in order to accomplish something 

great. And because they were willing 

to look silly, God did something great 

through them.



Look at David going to face Goliath.2 He 

was certainly the least likely candidate 

around. I mean, he wasn’t even a soldier! 

He had no weapons training, no battle 

skills, no giant-fighting history. On top 

of that, he was just a scrawny teen.

But did he let any of that stop him? 

Nope. Did he stop when people laughed 

at him for offering? Did he stop when 

Goliath laughed at him? Nope and nope. 

He figured he was the one for the job, 

and he didn’t let anything get in the way 

of his destiny. He stepped up, looked 

goofy, and slung that giant dead.

The Bible tells us that we can do “all 

things through Christ, who gives us 

strength.”3 It doesn’t say “all things 

perfectly, without mistakes,” or “all 

things easily, without looking silly.” If 

that were the case, we wouldn’t need 

Him to give us strength. We’d be able to 

breeze right through effortlessly.

It takes strength to risk looking 

foolish. It takes strength to fail and 

then to keep trying. It takes strength 

to try something that seems crazy or 

unrealistic. But that’s the strength that 

God has promised to give us.
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